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amount guaranteed on notes and bonds, and
must be paid.   See corporation.
DIVINATION, the act of foretelling
future events or discovering things secret
or obscure, by the aid of superior beings or
by other than human means. In ancient
times divination was divided into two kinds,
natural and artificial. Natural divination
was supposed to be effected by a sort of
divine inspiration; artificial divination was
effected by certain rites, experiments or ob-
servations, as by sacrifices, observation of
entrails and flight of birds, lots, omens and
the position of the stars. This sort of divina-
tion was practiced by the conjurers, or medi-
cine men, of the American Indians, and
traces of it are still found among some tribes.
DIVINE RIGHT OF KING-S, the belief
that sovereigns derive their right to rule from
God, and that the people's disregard of their
absolute authority constitutes a sin against
God. This doctrine, celebrated in English
history, especially in the time of the Stuarts,
and in French history of Louis XIV's time,
was defended in the twentieth century in the
utterances of William II of Germany. With
his defeat in the World War the theory died.
DI'VINGr, as an occupation, is the act of
working under water, either with or with-
out a supply of air. In the tropical regions
the natives on the shore and those living on
islands become expert divers in their quest
after sponges and other salable articles ob-
tained from the sea. Some of these are able
to remain under water for two minutes, but
they suffer from the effects of holding their
breath so long.
The oldest successful diving apparatus,
known as the diving bell, consists of a dome-
shaped iron enclosure, open at the bottom
and having a shelf or seat on which the diver
can sit. When lowered into the water the
air prevents the water from filling the cham-
ber, and workmen can. remain under water
in a diving bell for a number of hours, pro-
vided they are supplied with fresh, air. This
is accomplished by forcing the air into the
bell through a tube connected with a force
pump, while another arrangement allows the
foul air to escape.
In modern diving a specially devised
waterproof suit is used, which has at the
neck a metal ring. To this ring a copper
helmet is screwed. The latter has circular
glasses in front, for the diver to see through,
and is equipped with two rubber tubes to
 provide for the transmission of pure air
and the carrying off of the impure. By
means of a telephone arrangement the diver
may readily communicate with his fellow
workers and the attendant above him. He
is enabled to sink and to keep his balance
by the aid of leaden soles and of metal sheets
fastened to his suit, and his equipment in-
cludes electric lights and all necessary tools.
The standard apparatus generally in use in
England and America was devised by an
Englishman. Divers can now go down to
depths of nearly 300 feet. The British
achieved notable results through their diving
forces during the World War, in their work
of salvaging sunken ships. (For the sport
of diving, see the article swimming.)
DIVINING EOD, a forked stick, by
means of which persons formerly attempted
to discover the location of minerals or water
underground, believing that the rod, if car-
ried slowly along by the two forked ends,
would dip and point downward when brought
over the spot where the mineral or water
existed.
DIVISION OP LABOR,. See labor,
division of.
DIVOECE, divors', the dissolution of
marriage by a competent legal authority.
The significance of the term has of late been
narrowed to include only the dissolution of
the union from causes arising after mar-
riage, the legal dissolution of a marriage
which was void from the beginning being
called nullification. The decree of divorce
is now usually granted by the regularly-
organized courts, but the rite was formerly
purely private, no legal ceremony being
necessary. Gradually, with the improve-
ment of religious and moral codes, the laws
of divorce have become more stringent.
Divorce is not recognized by the Roman
Catholic Church, and its priests are not
authorized to remarry divorced persons.
The same rale long held in England, until
changed by an act of Parliament in 1858.
Since that time divorces are granted, but
rarely, and for only very important reasons.
The divorce laws in the United States are
regulated by the states and are widely
divergent. One state, South Carolina, does
not allow divorce, and the principles gov-
erning legislation vary from this strict rule
to the -greatest laxity. .Among the causes
for which divorces are granted are •unfaith-
fulness, desertion, habitual drunkenness,

